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1. What if the DRV and/or DRV air^ patrol boats attack our — ■" 

DeSoto patrols in the future? 

2. What if Chicom air is involved in attacks on our DeSoto 
Patrols? 

.3. What if DEV patrol boats engage 3^+A Marchs in hot nursuit? 

I 

b. What if ?-28 s are attacked by Worth Vietnam fighters? 

5- What if U. S. Yankee Team strikes in Laos are engaged by 
DHV fighters? 

6. What if U. S. low- level reconnaissance in North Vietnam 
is attacked by ground fire and/or fighters? 

7- What if Chinese redeploy offensive air to bases within 
strike distance of South Vietnam? 

# 8. What if VC "spectaculars” in South Vietnam come as direct 
response to U. S. strikes in the Panhandle? Or U. S. strikes in North 
Vietnam? 

9- What if North Vietnam aircraft attack targets in South 
Vietnam? 

10. What if the Pathet-Lao reenforced by North Vietnamese units ’ 
seize vulnerable targets such as Attopeu and Saravane? 

s* S- m * 

11. What if the VC. launch mortar attacks on Tan Son Whut or— Denau- 
U. S. Embassy? Attack U. 3. hotels > transportation facilities? 

12. What if the DRV steps up infiltration sharply, including organ! 


units? 


13. Whau if there is a large-scale augmentation of North Vietnam 

units in Laos? DECLASSIFIED 
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1^-, What if in response to U. S. attacks against targets in North 
Vietnam, the Communists make major forces movements on redeployments? 

15. What if Chinese forces enter North Vietnam in strength? 

16. What if the Chicoms along with the DRV move into Laos in 
strength? 

IT- What if Chinese’ •^volunteers ” are employed in Laos? 

- r 

18. What if North Vietnam and/or Chinese air is employed in Laos? 

19. What if the DRV responds to attacks on North Vietnam hy full 
scale invasion of South Vietnam and Laos? And, then Laos alone? 

What if Chinese forces join this invasion? 

20. What if the Chinese Communists launch attacks against 
Burma, Thailand? 

21. What if the GVN collapses in the midst of the campaign 
against the North? 
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ANSWERS 


I Patrol boats unlikely to cause damage; daytime air attack more 
likely to be damaging. US would respond by attacking bases from which 
Che attacks were mounted and associated targets; on scale related to 
extent of damage. 

2. Greater likelihood of. damage. 


3. Commit SVN air and naval forces plus FARMGATE to repulse the 
attack and destroy attackers. 

4. Provide US cap for all T-28 strikes. Include provi s ions' for hot 
pursuit. 

5. Such DRV attacks are likely to be of nuissance value only. US 
assault fighters engage DRV fighters and employ hot pursuit as necessary. 

If attacks persist, hit bases from which DRV fighters launched. 

6. Suppressive fire and same as 5 above. North Vietnam attacks 
are not likely to be effective. 

7. Alert US forces to possible Chinese air attack. Press preparations 
for defense against Chinese air attack in South Vietnam to include aug- 
mentation of air defense radar, fighters and Hawks. 

8. Continue attacks in the Panhandle and attack certain targets in 
southern North Vietnam associated with i nf i 1 trat ion. 

9. Mount large scale South Vietnam and US air attacks on all air 
facilities In North Vietnam, with the Intention of destroying North 
Vietnam air capability. North Vietnam air attacks are not likely to be 
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" M, '* rMy ' ffeCtive - »»' «o«IJ great psychological Impact. ' 

10. Respond by large scale interdiction of Pathet-Lao and North 
Vietnamese supply routes employing T-2Ss and US and South Vietnamese 

fighter bomber aircraft. Attempt to get Laotians to recapture towns 
when military situation permits. 

H. Such attacks could be highly effective and could cause sub- 
stantial deterioration of nor,!.:/ Mount attacks against selected targets 
94 target list. Release US air to support South Vietnamese anti- 
guerilla action. If high ranking US personnel are assassinated, seek evidence 
of a North Vietnamese involvement and if established, direct reprisals 
against North Vietnam command and control facilities. 

12. Mount heavy air stakes against infiltration - associated 
targets in Panhandle and ^outh - Vietnam. 

13. Hit infiltration associated targets in the Panhandle and DRV 
kOC in North Vietnam* 

1**. Increase intelligence gathering activities. Including high and 
low-level reconnaissance' in North Vietnam Hake counter-deploy- 

ments in expectation of major Communist movements. . 

15. Commit US ground forces to defensive positions on border of 

North and South Vietnam. Increase reconnaissance activities to Include 
low level recon. 

16. 
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Move U. S 


forces to defensive positions. 

17. If numbers of volunteers ere very substantial, take action as 
in 16 above. If nu^ers ere snail, Jus* increase u, S . comtitment ' 
to Laotians in defensive operations . 

IB. Introduce 0. s' air to counter communist air activity. la- 
counter air operation* isinsufficient in North Vietnam, mount attacks' 
against bases from which Communist air is flown. 

19. Execute CUfCPAC OPlan 32-64 (£, TT «s * ■ . . 

^ u. S. divisions and f ull 

scale air support). 

20. Evoke SEATO Southeast Asia defense, plans . 

21. a. Seek to re-establish viable government (even if just a fro: 

-stab_ish as figure head vho can command loyalty of armed 

forces of South Vietnam. Deploy a. s. security forces in Capitol as 
required. 

c. If all of above fails, cut losses and negotiate settlement. 
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Facts to Accomoany Answers 


4. MIG 1 7 1 s can reach the Plain of Jars area and the northern 
part of the Laotian panhandle. To reach the southern part of panhandle MiG's 
would have to stage out of D-^ng Hoi. This puts them dangerously close to 

the 17 th parallel. . 

- / 

5- The answer in ,4 above holds. It is not likely that the North 
Vietnamese fighters would operate from D^ng Hoi against U. $. Yankee Teams 
in Laos. If they should retaliation would be certain. From Phuc Yen, 
again as noted above, these fighters cannot reach the southern part of the 
panhandle nor extreme western Laos. 

9. The North Vietnamese have no I L-28bombers . 'They would, therefore, 
be limited to fighter strikes, and only from Deng Hoi can they reach xnx 
.targets in South Vietnam. From this field they could hit EhaKjgxXa Danang (4^- 
fey* or any other target north of Q.uang Ngai city. 

14. Red China‘s 1.17 line divisions are largely deployed in the 
northeast. She could, however, make major redep loyment s into south China. 

The real effect of these deployments, as opposed to the psychologi cal , 
is limited by the logistic support limits of Southeast Asia. .In the dry 
season South Vietnam, Laos and Northern Thailand together could be 
reached only by 22 divisions. This figure falls to 11 in the wet season. 

•-IS. Since an inactive d I vi s ion^uses only about one-fifth the tonnage 
needed for one in active operations the Chinese could deploy major forces 
into North Vietnam. But, the limitations on support still apply. In the 
dry season the Vietnamese coastal plain can support 4+ divisions, 11+ can- - 
be supported in Laos , ^onT^8-^ i f ^southern Laos is considered. In the wet 
season these numbers fall to 50% or less of the dry season valCfifY LW UBftffRY' 



16. In the dry season, which is now beginning, the Communists can 
support 11+ divisions in Laos. Immediately available for use against 
them are and 72 Laotian battalions. 

The fol lowing U. S . 

ground forces could be introduced into the general area by this time 
schedule: the 3rd Marine d[vjsion beginning on 0+2, closing 0+35 ; 

the 173rd Airboone brigade on D+3 ; the 82nd Airborne divisions beginning 
on D+8 , closing on D+35i the 25 th Infantry divisions beginning on D + 1 5 
and closing on D+30; the 1st Marine divisions beginning on 0+30, closing 
on 0+50, and the 1st Infantry division^ and mechanized brigade between 
D+45 and D+60. In addition 80 fighter aircraft could close on 0+2 and 
the first elements of another 230 aircraft would c,lose between 0+2 and 
0 + 6 . 

18, Capabilities of North Vietnamese air have been covered in earlier 
questions. Chinese air i’s a little “longer legged”. The IL-28 operating 
from Hainen can cover Laos, Cambodia, South Vietnam and western Thailand. 

The MIG 21 fighars can cover all north Laos and the northern tip of Thailand 
from Phuc Yen, or the Vietnamese coastal region’ from the Chinese border as 
far as the 15th parallel. This aircraft from Hainen can cover the Laotian 
panhandle nearly in its entirety. There are, however, only about 15 MIG2i‘s 
available to the Red Chinese and about 80 MIG 1 9 1 s whose range is nearly 
the same. At the moment, however, only six of these MIG 19/21 1 s fighters 
are located in south China or Hainen. 
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